
 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTHERN COLORADO 

COLLEGE OF PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS 

Extended Campus (1-800-232-1749) 

THEA 513-603: Teaching Theatre Strategies Fall 2016 (1 -2 credit hours)  

 

 

Professor: Dr. Mary Schuttler, mary.schuttler@unco.edu, Frasier 108, 970-351-1926  

Note: This class is on Blackboard for the syllabus, announcements, paper submission, course 

materials, and grade book access.  

 

TUITION: $425/credit hour. You will be billed for the cost of your registration. Please note 

that there is NO out-of-state tuition associated with this course.  

 

PRE-REQUISITE: BA or BS Degree, Teaching Certification recommended  

 

LOCATION: (pick one of the following locations)  
EdTA National Conference  

When: September 15-18, 2016  

Where: Tropicana, Las Vegas 

 

Kentucky Thespian Festival 

When: October 21-22, 2016 
 

Iowa Thespian Festival 

When: November 12-13, 2016 

 

Maine Thespian Festival 

October 16, 2016 

 

Texas Thespian Festival 

When: December 1-3, 2016 

 

Pennsylvania Thespian Festival 

When: December 1-3, 2016 

 

Michigan Thespian Festival 

When: December 2-3, 2016 

 

 



COURSE DESCRIPTION: Apply state and national standards to theatre curriculum created 

through workshops attended at the state, national, or international conferences (37.5 hours 

minimum per credit hour, which includes workshops, performances, keynote speeches, 

seminars, business meetings, and awards ceremonies).  

Note: For 2 credit hours, the student must also take a PD (Professional Development) if 

applicable at your event, and complete two unit plans as described below in Assignments #1 

and #2.  

 

Additional Activities  Hours  

Becoming Familiar With Blackboard  5  

Reading Content Specific Journal Articles and State/National Standards Documents  15  

Preparing/Writing Lesson Plan  10  

Aligning Lesson Plan with State and/or National Standards  10  

 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: Curriculum development through the implementation of theatre 

standards. The student will learn:  

1) How to create an effective unit plan  

2) How to enhance a quality theatre curriculum  

3) How to plan a quality theatre assessment  

4) How to effectively implement state or national theatre standards  

 

COURSE CONTENT:  

1. Unit Plan  

2. Theatre Curriculum  

3. Assessment  

4. Standards  

 

Students must provide the professor with the link (or a copy) of their state theatre 

standards. If none are available, the student may use another state’s, or the national 

theatre standards.  

 

METHOD OF EVALUATION: Letter grade. The final grade will be determined from the 

creation of a theatre unit plan supported by state or national standards and assessment.  

 

ASSIGNMENT #1  

Once students have attended the conference workshops, they will choose one topic of interest 

from which to create an outline for a unit by completing Stage 1 of the Understanding by 

Design (UbD) template. (20 points each; TOTAL: 100 points)  

1) Content and Learning Outcomes: Students will identify specific learning outcomes  

2) Lesson Goals: Students will create goals for the unit  
3) Lesson Objectives: Students will clarify objectives for the unit  

4) Supporting Materials: Students will identify any applicable supporting materials needed 

to teach the unit  

5) Assessment: Students will justify a quality assessment for their lesson and/or unit  

 

 

 



ASSIGNMENT #2  

Standards: Students will align their unit plan with their state or national theatre standards. 

(50 points)  

 

BOTH ASSIGMENTS DUE: This is a self-paced semester long course, you will not 

receive a transcript with a grade until you have completed all your assignments. 

Deadline to submit assignments is 12/16/2016. 

 

GRADING:  
A = 150-135 points; B = 134-120 points; C = 119-105 points; D = 104 – 90 points; F = 89 

points and below.  

 

DISCUSSION BOARD:  
Students will use the Discussion Board to share their work, and if they choose to 

communicate with the other students in the class.  

 

REQUIRED “TEXT”: State or national theatre standards.  

Note: All necessary materials and examples will be provided on Blackboard.  

 

OPTIONAL TEXT: Understanding by Design, by Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe  
 

PDs Fall 2016: 

Keeping N’Sync with your students — the boy band way of thinking: Using improvisation 

to develop each student’s strengths and creativity, Missy Whitis 

Let’s see… there’s the shy one, the boy next door, the rebel, the cute lead singer, and the 

strong silent guy. They were expected to sing, dance, dress great, tour, win hearts all over the 

world, and of course, make as much money as humanly possible. Typically, one of them 

couldn’t sing that well, one was a horrible dancer, and one would become more popular than 

the rest and start a solo career. However, they became who they were when they were part of 

the team. Their particular strengths filled holes, forming a complete ensemble. 

When developing a winning team or cast, apply this logic. Not every member of the team is a 

triple threat. Not everyone can sing and dance and dress great all at once. But what canthey 

do? And are you working to turn each student’s strengths into a fantastic team performance? 

Learning to not confuse success with significance tears down barriers and allows students to 

function at the maximum individual capacity. And in turn, it creates behaviors that drive 

success. By thinking like a boy band, you see that everyone’s talent is different, and should 

be celebrated. Remember: not everyone can be the lead singer! This highly interactive PDI 

will emphasize: 

• Helping students discover their abilities. 

• Focusing on what your students can do, not what they can’t. 

• Turning your students’ combined talents into a strength-based performance. 

 

Teaching cultural competence through theatre, Leslie Van Leishout 

The classroom is becoming increasingly diverse. Cultural competence is a key factor in 

enabling educators to be effective with all students. Cultural competence is an awareness of 

one’s own cultural identity and the ability to use that awareness, knowledge, and sensitivity 

to respect cultural differences. Theatre teachers are uniquely able to explore and teach 

cultural competence because it requires self-reflection and action. The art of taking on a 

character, stepping into a different culture, or researching a different time allows students, 



audiences, and schools to experience culturally proficient empathy. In this workshop we will 

seek our own level of awareness and determine how our knowledge affects our teaching. 

Delve into activities to allow students to learn their beliefs, focus on understanding, and 

forego the temptation to classify others. Create a culturally responsive curriculum for a play, 

class, or unit. This PDI will include:  

• Learning activities that can be used to begin a conversation about self-awareness and 

tolerance with students. 

• Personal growth that will inform teaching and student interactions. 

• Creation of curriculum around social justice and cultural competence. 

• Use of models and graphics to enhance teaching of these principles. 

 

Rediscovering Stanislavski through exercise, James Van Leishout 

Stanislavski's acting technique has inspired major acting methods developed in America in 

the twentieth century yet a lot of beginning actors still find it difficult to understand. For a 

quick look at the basics of the "Stanislavski system," below are some of Stanislavski's acting 

principles covered in this session. 

This PDI will include: 

• An introduction and history of Stanislavski and the descent into method. 

• Training in Stanislavski’s system: the instrument, relaxation, the mind. 

• Creating the character and playing the role: magic “if,” subtext, playing the action. 

• Recap and conclusion. 

 

So, I need a giant pumpkin: Problem solving with foam, Steven Sellers and Terry 

McGonigle 

Diving into a new world can be frightening. But what if your theatrical set issues could be 

solved with just one PDI workshop? Whether you need an oversized table for Alice in 

Wonderland, a fire hydrant for Little Shop of Horrors, or a giant pumpkin, this session could 

be a huge help. Instead of asking "Where am I going to find that?" you will be asking "Can I 

make that out of foam?" The answer is always "Yes, you can!" This hands-on PDI will 

include: 

• Introductions. 

• Slide show and overview of foam possibilities. 

• Overview of tools and their use. 

• Foam cutting, carving, sanding, and shaping. 

• Hard coating. 

• Painting foam. 

 

Design storm crash course: 25 Creative ways to teach theatre design, Jo Strom Lane 

Ready, set, design! Participants will read micro-plays, get a crash course in “–isms” and 

inspirations, divide into design storm teams, and go! Teams choose an “-ism,” develop a 

concept, choose a color palette, and create designs for every area of technical theatre in 

record time. Teams share their designs before learning how all content is aligned with 

national standards and can be expanded for a unit of study or a complete course. This PDI 

will include: 

• Twenty-five creative ways to approach theatre design. 

• Micro-plays to use with students to practice design in just a page or two. 

• Hands-on projects to use in your classroom or on productions. 

• Options for scope and sequence in any theatre classroom or production, from one unit 

to a whole course, and everything in between. 



 

 

Arts power now!, Leslie Van Leishout 

Does your superintendent think that “strike” is only for baseball? Does your principal tell you 

that theatre isn't an "academic" subject? Do your colleagues comment on how easy it must be 

to play all day? Do parents tell you that their child has other "important" classes? Come be 

empowered to respond to these and other comments. Have the data, the research, and the 

ideas to power theatre arts and your program. This PDI will include: 

• Leadership tools for students. 

• Using the International Thespian Society as a tool for advocacy. 

• Activities to demonstrate the need for theatre to students, families, administrators, 

colleagues, and the district. 

• Advocacy knowledge to use when faced with problems. 

 

Detective script work for actors and directors, Shawnda Moss 

Brilliant design, direction, and acting are a result of a clear understanding of the script. But 

how can you make sure you have mined a script for all that you need to guide your 

production? It has been said that Sherlock Holmes did not have a better mind than others, but 

better eyes, seeing details and information others overlooked. This workshop will help you 

and your students improve your eyes. As a director you need to know how to use script clues 

to tell the best story through exciting design elements, specificity in working with actors, and 

collaborating with an artistic team. As an actor or teacher, you need to learn how to examine 

the text for clues that will help actors develop characters, understand relationships and 

motivations, and dive into the script and storyline. Together we will delve into practical 

examples of dramatic texts to test our clue-deducing skills. Whether you’re looking at 

directing a production, preparing for a cold reading, or creating curriculum for a classroom 

performance, you want to be the best detective in the room. This PDI will emphasize: 

• Examining of script analysis elements. 

• Generating detective’s notes as a director. 

Exploring textual clues that lead to solid acting methods. 
 

REGISTRATION DETAILS:  
1. Review the syllabus and course information, technological and course requirements and 

deadlines. Any questions or concerns about your capability to complete the course requirements 

should be addressed with the instructor: Mary Schuttler at mary.schuttler@unco.edu.   

2.  Follow online registration instructions to register for the course.   

http://extended.unco.edu/courses-workshops/independent-study.asp 

3.  Once we get you registered, Extended Campus will email you a confirmation of your 
registration.  

5. You can proceed to activating your student account and getting into your online course. There 

are support resources and tutorials on the blackboard site at: 

http://www.unco.edu/blackboard/student.html 

6. The course will close at midnight on the last day of the course and no further work will be 

permitted. Grades will be submitted to the University and you will be able to order an official 

transcript of this course. http://www.unco.edu/regrec/Current%20Students/Transfer/Index.html 

 

 

 

 

http://extended.unco.edu/courses-workshops/independent-study.asp
http://www.unco.edu/blackboard/student.html
http://www.unco.edu/regrec/Current%20Students/Transfer/Index.html


Library Services for Distance Education and Off-Campus Students: Obtaining Materials 

from UNC Libraries  
Off-campus students residing within 50 miles of the UNC campus are required to come to the 

library and borrow materials in person. Students residing more than 50 miles from campus may 

request that materials be delivered to them. All requests must include complete citations. We will 

supply materials from the UNC Libraries, as well as materials from other libraries obtained via 

Interlibrary Loan. Articles will be delivered via email. Books will be mailed first class. Delivery 

time by U.S. postal service is approximately 1 week. It is the responsibility of the student to 

return books by the date due. UNC does not pay return postage on books. For information on 

document delivery, call (970) 351-1446.  

Requests for materials may be made through the following methods:  

Online: http://www.unco.edu/library/forms/distancerequest.htm  

By email: library.ocp@unco.edu  

By fax: (970) 351-2540  

 

Students with Disabilities  
Any student requesting disability accommodation for this class must inform the instructor giving 

appropriate notice. Students are encouraged to contact Disability Support Services at (970) 351-

2289 to certify documentation of disability and to ensure appropriate accommodations are 

implemented in a timely manner.  

 

Honor Code  
All members of the University of Northern Colorado community are entrusted with the 

responsibility to uphold and promote five fundamental values: Honesty, Trust, Respect, Fairness, 

and Responsibility. These core elements foster an atmosphere, inside and outside of the 

classroom, which serves as a foundation and guides the UNC community„s academic, 

professional, and personal growth. Endorsement of these core elements by students, faculty, staff, 

administration, and trustees strengthens the integrity and value of our academic climate.  

 

UNC’s Policies  
UNC‟s policies and recommendations for academic misconduct will be followed. For additional 

information, please see the Dean of Student’s website, Student Handbook link 

http://www.unco.edu/dos/handbook/index.html  

 

Course Withdrawal Information In accordance with University and Colorado Department of 

Higher Education policy, once you submit your registration form to our office, you are legally 

responsible for payment of full tuition. In order to be eligible to receive any refund of tuition, you 

must contact the Office of Extended Studies (1-800-232-1749) to formally withdraw from your 

class. Your refund, if applicable, will be based on the date of contact with our office. Withdrawals 

received via telephone during non-business hours will be processed and dated on the next 

working day. Failure to notify us will result in UNC tuition being owed even though you do not 

attend or complete the coursework.  

 

Technology Requirements  
All participants will be required to log in and access Blackboard (our online Learning 

Management System) and will need an internet connected computer for this purpose.  

Below are UNC‟s minimum suggested computer requirements:  
 

Platform:  
PC (Windows 2000/XP/Vista)  

Mac (10.2, 10.3, 10.4)  



 

Hardware:  
128 MB of RAM  

2 GB of free disk space  

Sound card with speakers  

Ethernet or Wireless network card (for high-speed Internet connection) or 56K modem (for dial-up Internet 

connection)  

T1, DSL, Cable, or Satellite high-speed connection (56K dial-up will work, but will significantly impact 

online work)  

 

Software:  
Microsoft Office 2007 (or other application with word processing, presentation, and desktop publishing 

capabilities)  

Microsoft Office Viewers (for viewing and printing 2007 Word, PowerPoint, Excel, and Visio files)  

Adobe Acrobat Reader (for viewing and printing PDF files)  

Real Player (for viewing streaming video or listening to streaming audio clips)  

QuickTime (for viewing QuickTime video)  

Flash Player (for viewing animations or using interactive content)  

Shockwave Player (for viewing animations or using interactive content)  

Windows Media Player (for viewing streaming video or listening to streaming audio clips)  

Microsoft Silverlight (a browser plug-in for experiencing the MyLOC.gov interactives)  

 

 


